MERSEYSIDE VOLLEYBALL LEALUE April 15, 2024

Breach of League rules

Chester White Eagles v Prescot Lynx
Fixtures on 13/1/2024 and 7/4/24

A complaint has been lodged by Prescot Lynx relating to the use of illegal players in their
two matches against Chester White Eagles on the dates identified above.

Investigation backed by photographic evidence shows that White Eagles have in fact
committed a much more serious breach of league rules in using three players barred by
their University Athletic Union and have chosen to conceal this by entering false names on
the scoresheets submitted to the league. The MVL committee considers this to be a
serious breach of league rules and has consequently resolved to nullify the results of these
games and to award both matches to Prescot Lynx by three sets to nil, 25-0, 25-0, 25-0
with Chester White Eagles receiving 0 points.

Further the committee has agreed to issue a warning to White Eagles that any further use
of these named players (or any evidence that they have been used in other matches) will
result in the team being expelled from the league and the results of all their matches in the
2023-24 season expunged from the records.

The three players concerned, Volodymyr Ferniuk, Santiago Quinn, and Jacob Lumb plus
the captain M Michalowski who signed off the scoresheet and is equally culpable, are
banned from taking part in any further matches in the 2023-24 season and will not be
permitted to register as MVL players in the coming 2024-25 season.

This sanction, as well as being issued to the teams concerned, will be posted on the
league website and copied (together with the evidence below) to the University Athletics
Union.

Detailed statement of evidence

Three players from the merged Chester/Chester University club, Volodymyr Ferniuk,
Santiago Quinn and Jacob Lumb began the season registered as White Eagles players
and played for White Eagles in their early season fixtures. When the University took the
decision to dissolve their partnership with the Chester club - effective from January 31st -
these players were barred from continuing to play for White Eagles (now solely a Chester
University team) by the University Athletics Union as the three players are not students
and are not members of the athletics union. They were removed from the MVL list of
registered White Eagles players and no longer eligible to play for White Eagles.

We now have photographic evidence to show that all three played against Prescot Lynx
appearing on the scoresheet under false names, a knowing and deliberate breach of
league rules by White Eagles. There is some reason to believe that all three have
continued to play for White Eagles entering false names on the scoresheets submitted to
the league results secretary, but arising from the complaint lodged by Prescot Lynx, we
now have photographic evidence to identify the players and can use their shirt numbers to
confirm the use of false names on the scoresheets.
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The MVL Committee has considered the situation and decided that strong action is
needed in view of this serious breach of league rules.

These three players were registered with MVL as Chester White Eagles players in October

2023

Scoresheet for 7/4/24.
None of the three
players are named.
Jacob Lumb was no4
Volodymyr Ferniuk was
no8, and Santiago Quinn
was nob.

Volodymyr Ferniuk

Unregistered from
Chester White Eagles on
31 Jan 2024

Santiago Quinn

Unregistered from
Chester White Eagles on
31 Jan 2024

Jacob Lumb

Unregistered from
Chester White Eagles on
31 Jan 2024

Two games were played on 7/4/24 at St Edmund Arrowsmith. The concluding set from an
unfinished earlier match on 13/1/24, and the equivalent home fixture for Prescot. The
names given on the scoresheet for players
4,5 and 8 are false - 4 J Atkinson, 8 S.
Schmadlak and 5 A Ebrahim. The captain,
and the player who signed off the
scoresheet, was M Michalowski.

Jacob Lumb




